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SETTING THE STAGE



DISCLAIMER

This material is supported by Grant Number 
90ET0506 from the ACF Office of Community 
Services, Community Services Block Grant within 
the Administration for Children and Families, a 
division of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. Neither the Administration for 
Children and Families nor any of its components 
operate, control, are responsible for, or 
necessarily endorse this material (including, 
without limitation, its content, technical 
infrastructure, and policies, and any services or 
tools provided). The opinions, findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations expressed are 
those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Administration for 
Children and Families and the ACF Office of 
Community Services, Community Services Block 
Grant.
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PRESENTER Tiffany Jarvis, Research Director
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TODAY’S 
OBJECTIVES

• Learn about the knowns and 
forthcomings regarding CSBG Annual 
Report (CAR) v3.0 implementation.

• Learn about tips that may help you 
navigate between CAR v2.1 and CAR 
v3.0.

• Learn about the significant differences 
between the approved CAR v2.1 and 
CAR v3.0.
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THE KNOWNS AND THE 
FORTHCOMINGS



KNOWNS

• CAR v3.0 received OMB approval (OMB No.: 
0970-0492; Expires: December 31, 2027).

• CAR v3.0 will not be mandatory for the FY25 
(due March 31, 2026) and FY26 (due March 31, 
2027) reports.
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THE 
FORTHCOMINGS

Per ACF-OCS-CSBG-DCL-24-06

• OCS will be issuing CAR v3.0 guidance to the 
Network and TTA will follow.

• CAR v3.0 TTA resources will be created.

TIP: Even without the forthcoming guidance and TTA, the 
network can begin preparing for the transition from CAR 
v2.1 to CAR v3.0. It does mean, however, that a “flexibility” 
lens is needed to align with the availability of guidance and 
TTA resources.
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https://acf.gov/ocs/policy-guidance/acf-ocs-csbg-dcl-25-06-annual-report-30-update


CAR V2.1 TO CAR V3.0 
TRANSITION TIPS



DEVELOP A CAR V2.1 TO CAR V3.0 
DOCUMENT

Develop a document that can help you compare the 
CAR v2.1 datapoints your agency is reporting on to 
CAR v3.0.
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CAR V2.1 TO CAR V3.0 COMPARISON 
DOCUMENT EXAMPLE - BLANK

CAR v2.1 Datapoint CAR v3.0 Datapoint Needed Changes

This is the column for you to 
list the CAR 2.1 datapoints 
that the agency is currently 
reporting on.

This is the column for you to 
list the possible CAR 3.0 
datapoints that could be used 
to report this data.

This is the column for you to identify 
possible changes that may be 
necessary to transition from CAR v2.1 
to CAR v3.0.
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LOOK FOR ONE-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIPS

CAR v2.1 and CAR v3.0 may look different, but there 
are a lot of similarities between the reports. 
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LOOK FOR ONE-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIPS :

FNPI EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 Datapoint 

TIP: Not all CAR v3.0 datapoints will read the same 
as their CAR v2.1 counterpart. The key is to look 
for similarities in what data is being captured.
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LOOK FOR ONE-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIPS:

SERVICE EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoints 

CAR v3.0 Datapoints 

TIP: Not all similar CAR v2.1 and CAR v3.0 
datapoints are under the same domain or under the 
same section.
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LOOK FOR MANY-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIPS

CAR v2.1 has many options to choose from 
compared to CAR v3.0. One reason for this is 
because several CAR v2.1 options were combined to 
create one. 
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LOOK FOR MANY-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIPS:

SERVICE EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoints 

CAR v3.0 Datapoint
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LOOK FOR MANY-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIPS:

FNPI EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoints 

CAR v3.0 Datapoint
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MANY-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIP

DATA COLLECTION OPTION 1

The first option is to continue collecting 
data at the CAR v2.1 level and then 

combine all applicable datapoints 
together into a single datapoint for CAR 

v3.0 reporting. 

NOTE: The agency will need to provide an 
unduplicated count for CAR v3.0 reporting.

to

CAR 
v3.0 

SRV 4a.

CAR v2.1 
SRV 4c.

CAR v2.1 
SRV 4d.
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MANY-TO-ONE 
RELATIONSHIP

DATA COLLECTION OPTION 2

The second option is to revise your data 
collection datapoints to the CAR v3.0 

level.

No longer collecting data on 
multiple datapoints.

to
Only collecting data on one 

datapoint. 
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LOOK FOR ONE TO MANY 
RELATIONSHIPS

While uncommon, a single CAR v2.1 datapoint many 
have been separated into multiple CAR v3.0 
datapoints. 
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LOOK FOR ONE-TO-MANY 
RELATIONSHIPS:

SERVICE EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 Datapoints 
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LOOK FOR ONE-TO-MANY 
RELATIONSHIPS:

DATA COLLECTION EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

The datapoint used for CAR v2.1 reporting 
will be deactivated and the applicable CAR 
v3.0 datapoints will be added to the data 
collection process.

CAR v3.0 Datapoints 
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LOOK FOR NEW DATAPOINTS

CAR v3.0 may have new datapoints that the agency 
wants to report on.
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LOOK FOR NEW 
DATAPOINTS:

SERVICE EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

Not a CAR v2.1 datapoint.

CAR v3.0 Datapoint 

NOTE:  Distribution of diapers may be currently 
reported in CAR v2.1 using a “best fit” method 
using either SRV 5nn. (hygiene kits) or SRV 7n. 
(clothing) or it may have not reported. 
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LOOK FOR NEW 
DATAPOINTS:

FNPI EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoints 

Not a CAR v2.1 datapoint.

CAR v3.0 Datapoint 

NOTE: This may have been reported under a Health 
Z indicator to capture the “so what” of a food 
distribution program or only reported this service 
under the Service module. 
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LOOK FOR NEW 
DATAPOINTS:
ACR EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

Not a CAR v2.1 datapoint.

CAR v3.0 Datapoint 

NOTE: When reporting for CAR v2.1, some 
individuals may have been reported under White or 
Other.
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LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS

A CAR v2.1 datapoint may have been deleted and 
there is no CAR v3.0 option. 
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LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS:

OPTIONS
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There are four options when determining what 
it will do if a datapoint was remove.

1. Remove from the data collection 
process.

2. Continue collecting on the datapoint and 
chose one of three reporting options.
a. Find a “best fit” datapoint in CAR 

v3.0. This option may not be possible 
for all removed datapoints.

b. Use the Other Service or Other 
FNPI datapoint to continue reporting 
on it.

c. Do not report on it in CAR v3.0.



LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS:

EXPENDITURES EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 datapoint 
Not a CAR v3.0. datapoint.
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NOTE:  Data can still be collected for any removed 
Expenditure datapoint. Removed just means that it 
is not in CAR v3.0. 



LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS:

CAPACITY EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 datapoint 
Not a CAR v3.0. datapoint.
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NOTE:  Data can still be collected for any removed 
Capacity datapoint. Removed just means that it is 
not in CAR v3.0. 



LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS:

RESOURCES EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 datapoint 
Not a CAR v3.0. datapoint.
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NOTE:  Data can still be collected for any removed 
Resource datapoint. Removed just means that it is 
not in CAR v3.0. 



LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS:

FNPI EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 datapoint 
Not a CAR v3.0. datapoint.

NOTE:  Data can still be collected for any removed 
FNPI datapoint. Removed just means that it is not in 
CAR v3.0. The agency can choose the CAR v3.0 
Other FNPI to continue reporting on it.
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LOOK FOR REMOVED 
DATAPOINTS

ACR EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoint 

CAR v3.0 datapoints
Not a CAR v3.0. datapoint.

NOTE:  Data can still be collected for any removed 
ACR datapoint. Removed just means that it is not in 
CAR v3.0. 
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LOOK FOR OTHER 
DIFFERENCES

There are other changes in CAR v3.0 that do not fit 
elsewhere. Highlight these differences as they may 
impact the data collection process.
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LOOK FOR OTHER 
DIFFERENCES: 

SERVICE EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoints 

CAR v3.0 datapoints

NOTE: CAR v2.1, with one exception, did not 
separate out the pre-employment services by 
Youths and Adults. 
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LOOK FOR OTHER 
DIFFERENCES: 
ACR EXAMPLE

CAR v2.1 Datapoints 

CAR v3.0 Datapoints 
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CAR V2.1 TO CAR V3.0 COMPARISON 
DOCUMENT EXAMPLE - COMPLETED

CAR v2.1 Datapoint CAR v3.0 Datapoint Changes May Be Necessary

FNPI 4a. FNPI 4a. None

SRV 7b. SDA 1a. Mapping Revision

SRV 3g. SRV 3c. Mapping Revision

SRV 3k. SRV 3c. Mapping Revision

FNPI 2i. FNPI 2f. Deactivate Current Datapoint
Add CAR v3.0 Datapoint

FNPI 2j. FNPI 2f. Deactivate Current Datapoint

SRV 7d. None Deactivate Current Datapoint

None SRV 7a. Add CAR v3.0 Datapoint

None SRV 7b. Add CAR v3.0 Datapoint

FNPI 5 Z indicator FNPI 5j. Mapping Revision

SRV 7h. None Deactivate Current Datapoint
37



CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY EXAMPLES
MAPPING REVISION

Agency is currently collecting data on two CAR v2.1 FNPIs that are not in CAR v3.0. The agency decides to 
continue collecting on these as is (i.e., separating out “up to living wage” jobs and “living wage or higher” jobs). 
This is an example of a many-to-one difference where the agency can map these two datapoints to a single CAR 
v3.0 datapoint on the generated report. No changes are necessary to the data entry screens, only how the 
system will report on these.

Datapoints the agency is currently collecting data on and plans to leave as is in the database.

CAR v3.0 datapoint that the above datapoints will be mapped to when a report is generated to 
provide an unduplicated count of adults who obtained employment.
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CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY EXAMPLES
DEACTIVATE DATAPOINT

Agency is currently collecting data on a CAR v2.1 FNPI that is not CAR v3.0. The agency decides that it will no 
longer continue collecting data on the number of individuals who obtained and maintained employment for at 
least 90 days. The agency will deactivate this FNPI as an option in the data entry screen. 

Datapoint the agency is currently collecting data on and has decided to remove.

TIP: Some data systems may allow the agency to delete datapoints. If the 
agency wants to go this route, it is suggested that the agency talk with 
the software vendor to determine how deletion will impact records in 
which the datapoint was previously selected. 
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CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY EXAMPLES
ADDED DATAPOINT

Agency is not currently collecting data on a CAR v3.0 FNPI datapoint and the agency plans to start. The agency 
will add it as an option in the data entry screen. 

Datapoint the agency is currently not collecting data on and is planning to add it as an option in 
the data entry screen.

TIP: The added option will probably require mapping so that the system 
knows where to report on it. 
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THE OTHER THINGS TO 
CONSIDER

Identification of changes is an important first step, 
but other steps are needed for a smooth CAR v2.1 
to CAR v3.0 transition.
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WHAT TO CONSIDER

• Create an Implementation Plan
• What needs to happen?

• By when does it need to happen?

• Who is responsible for it 
happening?

• Data Collection Changes
• Are changes needed to forms?

• Are changes needed to data 
systems?

• Communication and Training
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CAR V3.0 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN EXAMPLE

Revisions to Data Collection Processes
Purpose: Will allow the agency to collect information needed for CAR v3.0 reporting.

Action Step Due Date Assigned To Additional Information

Develop a CAR v2.1 to CAR v3.0 
comparison document

07/15/25 Tiffany The template document developed by NASCSP will be used 
for this task.  A draft will be shared with the program 
directors for review and feedback.

Identify changes to database data entry 
screens

07/31/25 Molly Identify if these can be completed internally or if the vendor 
needs to do these.  The Community Services Program 
Director will review and provide feedback.

Revise Service, Outcomes, Race, and 
Ethnicity dropdown options 

8/15/25 Yuri The CAR v2.1 to CAR v3.0 comparison document and 
findings from the database review will inform needed 
revisions. The Community Services Program Director will 
review and provide feedback.

Develop a “What’s New” document for 
staff responsible for data entry

8/30/25 Tiffany The document will list all changes, including additions, 
removals, and wording changes. Screenshots will be added to 
help provide a visual.

Provide Training for staff responsible for 
data entry

9/15/25 Molly Staff will need to bring their laptops to follow along. Yuri will 
take notes of the questions and comments identify potential 
future TTA needs.
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CAR V2.1 AND CAR V3.0 
COMPARISON



WHAT IS NOT 
HIGHLIGHTED

• Minor rewording changes that do not change the 
meaning of the datapoint

• Datapoint numbering changes unless it moved 
from one section to another

45



NOT 
INTENDED TO 

PROVIDE 
GUIDANCE

IMPORTANT! Comparisons between CAR v2.1 and 
CAR v3.0 are based on NASCSP’s review. It is not 
intended to provide guidance. Rather, it is intended to 
show how to begin developing a CAR v2.1 to CAR 
v3.0 Comparison document. 
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MODULE 2, SECTION A – AGENCY ADMINISTRATION

VS.
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MODULE 2, SECTION A – AGENCY ADMINISTRATION
CSBG DOMAINS

VS.
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MODULE 2, SECTION A – AGENCY ADMINISTRATION
AGENCY CAPACITY BUILDING EXPENDITURES

VS.

Removed from CAR v3.0 – Agencies no longer need to identify the 
specific Agency Capacity Building activities that were funded by CSBG 
dollars in the CSBG Annual Report.
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MODULE 2, SECTION A – AGENCY ADMINISTRATION
CSBG ALLOCATION

VS.
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MODULE 2, SECTION B – AGENCY CAPACITY BUILDING
AGENCY CAPACITY BUILDING HOURS

VS.

Removed from CAR v3.0 – Agencies no longer need to report the 
number of hours spent towards Agency Capacity Building activities 
in the CSBG Annual Report.
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MODULE 2, SECTION B – AGENCY CAPACITY BUILDING
STAFF CERTIFICATIONS

VS.

Removed from CAR v3.0 – Agencies no longer need to report staff 
certifications in the CSBG Annual Report.
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MODULE 2, SECTION C – RESOURCES
AFI

VS.

Removed from CAR v3.0 – There is no longer a federally-funded Assets for 
Independence program.
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MODULE 2, SECTION C – RESOURCES
FUNDS ALSO REPORTED PREVIOUSLY 

VS.

Removed from v3.0 –  Agencies will no longer answer the above questions. 
One is currently under State; one is currently under Local; and one is currently 
under Private.
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MODULE 3, ALL SECTIONS
MODULE NUMBERING CHANGE

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTIONS A AND B – SERVICES AND FNPIS
SECTION NUMBERING CHANGE

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION A – ALL SERVICE DOMAINS
CONCRETE SUPPORTS

VS.

CAR v2.1 did not identify if a service was a concrete support. 

NOTE: From DCL ACF-OCS-CSBG-DCL-24-09: A concrete support is defined 
as services that meet the basic needs of individuals and families related to food, 
water, shelter, safety, and/or health care.
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https://acf.gov/ocs/policy-guidance/acf-ocs-csbg-dcl-24-09-annual-report-30-revisions


MODULE 3, SECTION A – ALL SERVICE DOMAINS
OTHER OPTION

VS.

CAR v2.1 did not have a datapoint that allowed an agency to define an other 
service.
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MODULE 3, SECTION A – SERVICES
SERVICE DELIVERY AND ACCESS V3.0 ONLY

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION A – SERVICES

Most changes between CAR v2.1 and CAR v3.0 have occurred in the Services and FNPI sections.  A more in-depth crosswalk is required 
for comparisons between the Service section of for the two reports. Below is an example from the Employment domain. 

VS.

NOTE: The boxes highlight possible comparisons 
between CAR v2.1 and CARv3.0 and are only 
provided as a crosswalk example, not as guidance. 60



MODULE 3, SECTION B – FNPIS

Most changes between CAR v2.1 and CAR v3.0 have occurred in the Services and FNPI sections.  A more in-depth crosswalk is required for 
comparisons between the FNPI section of the two reports. Below is an example from the Housing domain. 

VS.

NOTE: The boxes highlight possible comparisons 
between CAR v2.1 and CARv3.0 and are only 
provided as a crosswalk example, not as guidance. 61



MODULE 3, SECTION C – ACR
AGE

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION C – ACR
EDUCATION LEVELS

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION C – ACR
ETHNICITY AND RACE

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION C – ACR
SOURCES OF OTHER INCOME - V2.1 ONLY/REMOVED FROM V3.0 

Agencies are no longer being asked 
to report what types of Other 
Income in the CSBG Annual Report.

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION C – ACR
SOURCES OF NON-CASH BENEFITS - V2.1 ONLY/REMOVED FROM V3.0 

Agencies are no longer being asked to 
report what types of Non-Cash Benefits 
in the CSBG Annual Report.

VS.
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MODULE 3, SECTION C – ACR
NOT IN THE TOTALS ABOVE - V2.1 ONLY/REMOVED FROM V3.0 

Agencies are no longer being asked to report what programs and number of 
individuals/households served that could not be included in the 
Unduplicated Individual and Household questions (ACR A. and ACR B.)

VS.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS



TAKEAWAY 1 : 
CAR V3 .0  

IMPLEMENTATION

National CAR v3.0 implementation will be 
defined by OCS through guidance and TTA. 

• CAR v3.0 is not mandatory for the FY25 and 
FY26 reports.

• Official guidance and TTA resources will be 
released to the Network.
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TAKEAWAY 2 : 
DEVELOP A CAR 

V3 .0  
IMPLEMENTATION 

PLAN

Developing a CAR v.3.0 Implementation Plan 
can help the agency successfully transition 
between CAR v2.1 and CAR v3.0.

• WHAT: What action steps are needed?

• WHY: Why is the action step needed?

• WHEN: When does the action step need to be 
completed?

• WHO: Who is responsible for completion of the 
action step?

• HOW: How will the action step be completed?
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TAKEAWAY 3: 
DEVELOP A 

CAR V2.1 TO 
CAR V3.0 

COMPARISON 
DOCUMENT

The agency can develop a CAR v2.1 to CAR 
v3.0 comparison document to help identify 
similarities and differences with the 
datapoints.

• What is currently being reported on?

• Is there a CAR v3.0 counterpoint?

• If yes, what tweaks to the data collection process may 
be needed?

• If no, will the datapoint still be collected? Do you want 
to report on it in CAR v3.0 and where could it fit? 

• Are there new CAR v3.0 datapoints that it will 
report?

• If yes, how will these be collected and reported on?
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WRAPPING UP



QUESTIONS • What questions do you have?
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RESOURCES 
NEEDED

• What resource and tools would be 
helpful for CAR v3.0 implementation?

74



CONTACT 
INFO

• Tiffany Jarvis
• Email: tjarvis@nascsp.org

• Phone: (202) 370-3665
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EVALUATION
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THANK YOU!
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