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SUBJECT:  USDA Rural Energy Pilot Program (REPP) Grant Opportunity 

 

           TO:     Weatherization Assistance Program Grantees 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) released information on the Rural Energy Pilot Program 

(REPP) January 19, 2022. REPP, as authorized in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, (Public Law 116 

– 260) - provides the Secretary of Agriculture $10 million until expended to carry out a pilot program to offer 

financial assistance for rural communities to develop renewable energy. The REPP is governed by a Notice of 

Funding Opportunity originally published October 19, 2021 (86 FR 26656). 

The REPP meets a recognized need for federal support to further develop renewable energy to help meet our 

nation’s energy needs and combat climate change while prioritizing environmental justice, racial equity, and 

economic opportunity. 

We are sending this forward to the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) Grantees since this Federally-

available grant specifically aligns with the Department of Energy (DOE) WAP’s network of providers and 

clearly identifies “weatherization” (in addition to other purposes) as a use of funds. We encourage you to 

forward to your Subgrantee network that may also find this of interest.  

A REPP partnership must serve a rural community as specified in the REPP Notice of Funding Opportunity 

(NOFA) published in the Federal Register. Priority is given to distressed and high energy-burden communities, 

in which households spend a greater proportion of their income on energy costs compared to the average U.S. 

household. 

Awards to successful applicants will be in the form of cost-share grants for up to 80 percent of total eligible 

project costs, not to exceed $2 million. The grant term is 3 years. 

Interested applicants are encouraged to review the materials, including application deadlines, found in the REPP 

Notice of Funding Opportunity. The deadline for the Required Letter of Intent (LOI) is April 19, 2022.  The 

notice commits the Agency to provide a Response Letter by May 19, 2022, to each partnership that submits an 

LOI by the deadline. 

Application materials and instructions are available by clicking the To Apply tab of this Website. 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-programs/rural-energy-pilot-program 

If you have questions regarding the information in this Memorandum, please contact your DOE Project Officer. 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-programs/rural-energy-pilot-program

