CSBG Disaster Relief Supplemental Peer Group
June 3, 2021


Attendees: 
Leslie Taylor, California					Debbie Smiley, Florida
Gavin Reid, Texas					Frankie Hernandez, Florida
Rita Gonzalez-Garza, Texas				Cynthia Bryant, Georgia				
Valerie Powell, North Carolina				Marionna Poke-Stewart, North Carolina
Matthew Treadwell, DEO (Florida)			Maribeth Schneber-Rhemrev, NASCSP
Goals of the Group
· Facilitate peer learning
· Discuss questions, needs, opportunities, and challenges
· Based on member questions and needs, develop requests for guidance from OCS
· Share best practices and ideas
· Identify next action steps
· Identify how to respond to OCS requests collectively

Areas for Discussion
· State Statuses:
· Texas
· Applied for stage 3 ($500k)
· Way behind on expenditures
· Florida: 
· Having challenges with Phase 2—coordinating with Disaster Relief (FL)
· Providing hotel vouchers with CSBG while families are having homes repaired with HUD funding
· Florida applied for stage 3—dispersed stage 1and 2 at the same time. 
· Would appreciate clarification on whether the funding from stage 2 can be carried over to stage 3. Guidance is unclear and the timing of the guidance makes it hard to make an informed decision.
· North Carolina 
· Applied for stage 3 funding. 
· 26% of spending for stage 2 funds
· Challenges: staffing at the CAAs (COVID related limitations and scares), going out to the community and doing home assessments, contractor issues (price increases/won’t provide quotes unless you hire them), etc.
· Georgia: 
· Applied for Phase III
· Was told they can carry over unspent funds from stage 2 into stage 3. 
· Dispersed stage 1 and 2 at the same time. 
· Challenges: Required that households be registered with FEMA, later found that the houses didn’t have to register in order to receive funding. 
· On track to have spent stages 1 & 2 by the end of the fiscal year. 
· No mention of submitting blank reports for 2020 (Annual Report) they (OCS) expect something for M1, but no M2 &M3.
· Reporting
· GA- Will not have anything to report for FY 2020
· Advised to not submit a blank report for agencies

What can NASCSP do to support you?
· Support in advocating for the maintenance of the 200% 
· Clarification on if states can carry forward funds from Phase II into Phase III. 
· What would you like to see done differently?
· A longer timeframe for the funding sources.
· Give directions to states sooner. 
· More specific narratives and/or state examples shared with OCS re: disasters and their affects. 
· Increased flexibility with the funds. (Ex: Fires in CA)
· Expand the use of the funds—to include bringing the needs to the household/community. 
· Application process needs to be improved/streamlined.
· 3 applications were repetitive and time consuming.
· Provide lump sum and allow states to decide how to allocate the funds.
· Reconvene in Fall
· Discuss with other states to find out how they’re spending their funds for stage 3. 




