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Streamlining Small Multi-Family Weatherization 
NASCSP Grantee Information Request – August 2021
Thirty-five WAP Grantees responded to a NASCSP information request regarding their policies for weatherizing small multi-family units (SMF = 2 to 24 units). 

Funding Sources: Of the grantees who responded, 80% already weatherize SMF units. The majority of these grantees utilize a combination of federal funding (DOE funds and/or LIHEAP funds), state funding, and utility funding. 43% of respondents utilize utility funds, either solely or in combination with federal funds. 18% of respondents use state funds in combination with other funds. 
Auditing: For grantees that use LIHEAP, Utility, State, or Other funds to weatherize SMF, 59% (19 states) use the Electronic Energy Audit. 6% of respondents use a Deemed Savings or other Measures List. The remaining grantees reported using: Energy audit for LIHEAP, various for CIPS/utilities (SIRs, lists), TIPS, TREAT, EAQUIP, DOE POC approval, priority list, NEAT energy audit, and Deemed Savings. 

Grantees were asked if simplifying the DOE energy audit process would support the use of DOE funds in this housing type. Of the 35 respondents, 31 (89%) said yes. The remaining grantees said they are not sure.

Barriers: When asked to describe the barriers to using DOE funds to weatherize SMF units, the majority (63%) said the audit or building approval process. The second highest barrier reported (43%) was the need to meet ASHRAE ventilation requirements. The remaining barriers are shown below and some of the other barriers reported include: finding interested multifamily owners, meeting the 66/50 rule requirement, lack of an approved field guide, inability to meet SIR due to high wage rates and low utility costs, H&S caps, and administrative burden of DOE funding compared to non-DOE funds.








Priority List:  Grantees were asked to describe their response if DOE issued an optional SMF priority/measures list by climate zone that grantees could adopt without being subject to the WPN 19-4 approval requirements. Most respondents were unsure and would need to see the priority list before making the decision to use it. Over 30% said they would use the DOE priority list and 6% would switch to the list.







Use the DOE SMF priority list to Weatherize units with DOE funds	Switch from our DOE approved SMF audit tool to use the DOE SMF Priority List	Unsure, need to see the priority list before making the decision	0.31	0.06	0.63	
Funding Sources for SMF Weatherization


DOE	LIHEAP	Utility	State	0.8928571428571429	0.7857142857142857	0.42857142857142855	0.17857142857142858	

SMF Audit


Electronic Energy Audit	Deemed Savings or Other Measures List	Other	0.59375	6.25E-2	0.34375	


Barriers to Weatherizing SMF


The audit or building approval process	Meeting ASHRAE ventilation requirements	Other	The client eligibility process	Subgrantee personnel and resource constraints	Grantee personnel and resource constraints	0.63	0.43	0.4	0.34	0.34	0.28999999999999998	
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