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AGENDA
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OCS GUIDANCE CARES ACT 
SUPPLEMENTAL

PLANNING & 
STRATEGIES



CSBG IM 
#157
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CSBG IM #157 Key Guidance:

• CSBG grantees can charge salaries and benefits to CSBG awards consistent with the 
recipients' policies

• Encourages State CSBG Lead Agencies to expedite reprogramming of existing CSBG 
funds and the release of both regular CSBG and CARES Act funding where possible;

• Encourages State CSBG Lead Agencies to reduce short-term administrative burden for 
themselves and eligible entities to ensure attention is focused on responding to 
immediate community needs; and

• Postpone monitoring visits

• Relax eligibility procedures

• Affirms that the federal poverty line amendment to 200% for eligibility determination 
applies to CSBG services provided in FFY 2020 and 2021- including regular and 
supplemental CSBG allocations.
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Polling Question-
Will your state 
increase the 
eligibility 
threshold to 
200% FPL?
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Upcoming 
Guidance

•OCS will release further 
guidance, including:
•A DCL detailing CARES Act 

allocations and guidance on 
next steps for funding
•Will include earliest date 

eligible for reimbursement

•A Q&A Document 
•An IM providing more 

specific CSBG Guidance
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CSBG CARES Act 
Supplemental: Funding 

• CSBG is receiving a $1 billion 
supplemental allocation from 
the CARES Act to “Help, 
prevent, prepare, and respond 
to Coronavirus”

• States should prepare to 
administer the CSBG 
Supplemental quickly, as funds 
are coming by the end of next 
week (April 24, 2020)

• OCS will distribute funds in a 
single lump-sum utilizing the 
normal allocation formula
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CSBG CARES Act Supplemental: 
Requirements

• Regular CSBG Act requirements apply, except:

• Increases eligibility threshold to 200% FPL; and

• Funds can be carried forward and expended for an additional year. 

• All CARES Act funds must be obligated by agencies by 
September 30, 2022

• States should distribute funds utilizing their existing allocation formula

• States must pass through 90% of funds to local entities

• States can utilize up to 5% or $55k for state administration

• States may utilize the remainder for discretionary projects
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CARES Act- State 
Plans

• States should expect to complete a 
streamlined state plan to receive CARES 
Act Funds.

• States will not update their existing 
state plan unless changing their 
proportional share in their allocations.

• States will receive funding prior to 
submitting the state plan.

• Consider– how will you submit a state 
plan in OLDC in a remote environment?
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Distributing Funds to Local Agencies

• States will be expected to get funds to locals with 2 – 4 weeks 
of receipt.
• What will it take for this to happen?

• States should consider those processes necessary to allocate 
funds to local entities while assuring accountability, including:
• Community Action Plans based on Needs Assessment 

priorities
• Contract processes & requirements

• Funds must be tracked separately.
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How Should Agencies Approach CARES 
Funding?

NASCSP | CSBG Supplemental: Processes & Plans | April 15, 2020 11



Needs 
Assessment: 
Potential 
Options

• Scaled-back assessment that focuses 
on readily-available sources:

• Agency service data

• Data on COVID Impacts

• Data from 211 or other government 
sources

• Additional Resources coming into 
the community from CARES or 
other COVID-related relief efforts

• Analyze & prioritize needs through lens 
of agency Mission, Strategic Plan, 
Theory of Change

• Keep it Simple
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https://communityactionpartnership.com/publication_toolkit/covid-19-community-
assessment-update-template-data-resource-guide/
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The CSBG Act 
Requires 

Community Action 
Plans

• Per the CSBG Act, in order for an 
agency to receive 90% funds, they 
must submit a Community Action 
Plan.

• There is limited guidance in the Act 
on requirements for CAP plans. 
States develop their own 
requirements for these plans. 
• States do not have the authority 

to direct how agencies how to 
spend 90% funds. 90% funds 
should be allocated and spent in 
accordance with the Community 
Needs Assessment.
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CAP Plans: What to Include
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Description of programs funded with CARES Funds, 
based on needs

• Description of strategies, partners, program structure

• Description of how programs and services relate to the purpose of 
the funds: to help, prevent, prepare, and respond to Coronavirus

Budget for CARES funding

• Use existing format if appropriate to keep it simple for agencies.

Projections for services and outcomes
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Flexibility is 
Key

• Focus on plan as an opportunity to think strategically 
about how agencies will respond

• Changes to the needs, plans, targets are likely

• Develop a quick and easy process to allow for 
amendment that embraces a continuous learning 
process & documents lessons learned

• IE, develop a check in process to update the plan
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Strategies to Get Funds Moving Quickly

• States will be expected to get funds to locals with 2 – 4 weeks 
of receipt.

• Begin working through state administrative processes now, 
including:

• Allocating funds in contracts

• Governor or Legislature Acceptance/Approval

• Send out CAP plan templates now

• If possible, allocate funds in the contract prior to receipt of 
CAP plans and needs assessments

• Require CAP plan/assessment to receive reimbursement or 
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Tools and 
Resources
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NASCSP COVID 19 FAQ

NASCSP | CSBG Supplemental: Processes & Plans | April 15, 
2020



NASCSP | CSBG Supplemental: Processes & Plans | April 15, 2020 21



Discussion
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