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AGENDA

❖COVID-19 Update

❖State Options

❖ Legislative Update

❖CSBG Supplemental 

❖Reporting

❖Resources

NASCSP | COVID-19 Conversation | March 25, 2020 2



NASCSP | COVID-19 Conversation | March 25, 2020



COVID-19 
Update
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OCS will issue guidance by the end 
of this week.

Most state offices are working from 
home or have limited staff in the 
office.

Most agencies are limiting services 
to essential services only, engaged in 
telework, or are closed to the public.

Relief package is very close to final 
and supplemental CSBG funds will 
be coming. 



COVID-19: 
What to do
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Put Safety First

Refer to state directives

Stay informed

Develop Communication Strategies

Develop a plan

Develop Guidance for Agencies

Be mindful



COVID-19: 
State 
Flexibilities
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• Eligibility: While states cannot waive the 
125% of FPL requirement, states may revise 
eligibility documentation requirements or 
calculation methodologies
• Example: State is now allowing self-attestation 

of meeting income requirements. May or may 
not include follow up at a later time.

• Example: State is allowing for presumptive 
eligibility based on job loss or other 
unemployment due to COVID-19.

• Example: State has reduced income verification 
documentation from 6 months to 1 month.



COVID-19: 
State 
Flexibilities
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• Board Vacancies: States may need to allow 
for longer board vacancies due to virus 
impacts. Refer to your state policy for 
extenuating circumstances/extensions.

• Agency Administrative Caps: Although the 
federal GPRA target for administrative costs 
is 20%, CSBG does not have a set 
administrative cap at the federal level. 
States may determine that administrative 
caps need to be raised to allow agencies to 
cover PTO, costs associated with 
maintaining clean and safe facilities, and 
other virus-related administrative costs. 



COVID-19: 
State 
Flexibilities
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• Contract Requirements: Unless within state 
or federal law, States can amend contract 
requirements to allow for needed flexibility:
• Required prior authorization to amend 

budgets/plans

• Open Meetings Requirements

• Administrative Caps



COVID-19: 
State 
Flexibilities
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• Organizational Standards: States have 
authority to determine what “meets” an 
organizational standard. 

• Community Needs Assessments: Criteria for 
what constitutes a comprehensive 
community needs assessment vary by state-
the state has authority to revise 
requirements (outside of those required in 
Org Standards) as appropriate



COVID-19: 
State 
Flexibilities
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• Discretionary Funding: As agencies are 
requesting additional funds to address the 
crisis and it’s impacts, states are redirecting 
discretionary dollars to support local 
response.



Legislative 
Update

The President has signed HR 
6201, the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act 
(FFCRA). It includes:
• An extensive paid leave 

component that is two fold: 
new emergency sick leave, as 
well as an expansion of the 
existing Paid Family and 
Medical Leave Act (FMLA). 

• Free coronavirus testing and 
other healthcare supports 
for those with and without 
insurance.

• Additional funding for WIC, 
TEFAP and Senior Nutrition 
Programs.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mf_wAk95Em7P6vfzSp5bs8vw6GBcYqgTmOnI8HZugvDPuQxTvS62frycRSvKGju3ePhA1GhW6drBqM-uhpM7fefXqH_kWwjBgyAfmtalQ4AGfj99iwnGN_6Cc1Y4GlhLB16wm2PS3VFMf-wpK3dL6Rh4ZRTNgz6mNVzyorCoiJaNGcUlE9U4tlHkFeEpkYYSlQWzWeh6OmY6MqsHgpXDggfCO3l7SWTM6YFR2zQJ0adrH9uTxiCJc9K9y1XAAioeyLUEnIlubRCDT07O7UYk5ZWv62xmzSNBTjSHJGmghAmAfYgac2iqXKTgbnPn_Zzi&c=28qg4vurOQelnVtvCLCptG5ueRyROKwFmwsDAOajtQ8cTOWM9m6nYw==&ch=ez7_wXm7QywtxMwwfhMNVAG-yERbmCpNQgbxV9dYRjWqgL1yE7rTTA==


Legislative 
Update

• A third coronavirus relief 
package is very close to being 
final.

• We are seeing additional 
funding for CSBG along with 
direct payments to 
Americans, small business 
loans, deferred payments and 
additional mortgage or rent 
supports, and more.

• CSBG is identified as receiving 
$1 billion dollars from this 
package. 

• This is the exact same amount 
as received in ARRA, but this 
time there is state admin and 
discretionary.
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Supplemental 
Considerations

13

• While the supplemental raises the income guidelines 
from 125% to 200% FPL, this only applies to 
supplemental funds and not regular CSBG 
Allocations.

• The bill allows for CSBG to be spent over two years 
(FY20 and FY21).

• In supplementals, all regular rules of the grant apply 
unless otherwise specified by Congress in the Bill.
• This means states will likely need to develop 

state plans in OLDC to receive Supplemental 
Funding.

• States will also need to be prepared to carry out 
all normal functions of CSBG, including 
monitoring and reporting of these funds.

• Begin planning now!
• Legislature approval
• Contracts
• Invoicing
• Policy and Guidance
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Annual report 
update
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States who do 
not have a M2 

and M4 
review memo:

• Arizona

• Arkansas

• California

• Colorado

• Florida

• Georgia

• Indiana

• Louisiana

• Maryland

• Mississippi

• Nebraska

• Nevada

• New Jersey

• New York

• North Carolina

• Texas

• Virginia

• Washington

• Wyoming



Where are we now?
•OCS is continuing to move forward with reviewing 

FY18 data.
•Some states have been able to complete their 

review memos
•The states who have not received a memo are still 

in process with uploading their missing data.
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•NASCSP has advocated that OCS finalize the FY18 
data.
• It is important to let your OCS Program Specialist 

know what you can and can’t do as it relates to the 
FY18 review memo. 
• It is okay to tell OCS that this is not a priority right 

now.
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Where are we going:
•Working with OCS to test the FY19 reporting 
forms and XML against OLDC
• SmartForms will not be released to states until the final 

testing has been completed. 
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Reminder:
•There is no resubmission of the FY18 initiatives. 

The next submission of Module 3 is by June 26th for 
FY19.
• NASCSP was a part of the review process and is happy to schedule a 

consultation on the memos.
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Tools and Resources
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NASCSP COVID 19 FAQ
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• CAPLAW has issued an extensive 
document on how paid leave under 
the FFCRA will impact the CSBG 
network. 
• They will be holding a webinar on the 

Paid Leave provisions on Thursday 
March 26th from 1pm-2:30pm ET. 
• Register here

•NCAF is hosting a conversation 
on CSBG in the Coronavirus Aid 
Package Thursday, March 26th at 
12pm
• Register Here

• Community Action Partnership 
is hosting a webinar on crisis 
communications on Friday, 
March 27th at 2pm
• Register here
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http://createsend.com/t/t-8F1327357BD96AB52540EF23F30FEDED
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2239133845421239819?source=March+News+Alert+Email
https://ncaf.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cc8ce6c189f0988a65cf13f6&id=18307339ac&e=ec30b72df9
https://communityactionevents.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=communityactionevents&service=6&rnd=0.7626315130792599&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunityactionevents.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000045c17e6f670503074430fe1c36386f115ccd0af9086f049068cdf87db5112750a%26siteurl%3Dcommunityactionevents%26confViewID%3D156540014919974801%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQkzWcvOAaNdM4OI8KpV2RpKpSfAY1qKka1Rx00HlQYmg2%26


Discussion
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