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5.14   ENERGY-RELATED MOLD AND MOISTURE IMPACTS 
DOE is concerned with the escalating attention and related costs for addressing all of the energy-related health and safety issues in weatherized homes.  The costs associated with lead-safe weatherization and pollution occurrence insurance coverage have had a profound impact on reducing the number of clients that can be served in a given year.  Mold can have an even more costly impact on this Program if local agencies incur liabilities associated with mold resulting from the weatherization work they perform.  As local agencies strive to coordinate energy efficiency concerns with health and safety needs in the homes they serve, it is imperative for them to understand that the goals of other Federal programs may not be attainable in weatherized homes if non-DOE funds are not available.  State and local agencies should ensure that regular weatherization work is performed in a manner that doesn’t contribute to mold problems and when the work is performed properly, can alleviate many mold conditions.  

This guidance serves to clarify the DOE policy on mold as well as to provide resources to assist educating the weatherization network and clients about mold.  DOE updated its Health and Safety Guidance in Weatherization Program Notice 02-5, issued July 12, 2002.  All aspects of that guidance remain in full effect.  

Remediation
The Weatherization Assistance Program is not a mold remediation program.  The use of DOE funds for the removal of mold and other related biological substances is not an allowable weatherization expense.  Generally, DOE funds should not be used to test, abate, remediate, purchase insurance, or alleviate existing mold conditions identified during the audit, the work performance period or the quality control inspection.  Also, in homes where multiple sources of funds are used, any mold insurance or mold abatement costs must be charged to another funding source - not DOE.  If necessary, weatherization services may need to be delayed until the existing mold problem can be referred to another agency for funding of remedial action.  DOE funds may be used to correct energy-related conditions to allow for effective weatherization work and/or to assure the immediate or future health of workers and clients.    

Mold-Related Weatherization Procedures
In Program Year 2005, all States will be required to amend their health and safety plans to include a protocol for dealing with mold which will include a specific policy when encountering homes with mold growth.  This amendment to the Health and Safety Plan should be included under II.10, Adjustments to On-File Information, of the Annual File.  While States need not modify their existing energy audits, the inclusion of a mold protocol or checklist for local agencies does need to be a part of their routine audit inspection.   If a mold condition is discovered during the initial inspection of the home by the energy auditor that cannot be adequately addressed by the weatherization crew, then the unit should be referred to the appropriate public or non-profit agency for remedial action. 

Effective immediately, all States should ensure that their local agencies include some form of notification or disclaimer to the client upon the discovery of a mold condition and what specifically was done to the home that is expected to alleviate the condition and/or that the work performed should not promote new mold growth.  This notification/disclaimer should be discussed with and signed by the client and/or landlord.  Since most local agencies already have a disclaimer in place, a simple modification to that form should suffice.  Another vehicle for getting this information to the client is to augment local agencies’ client education practices to include mold.

Also, in Program Year 2005, States will be required to have a description of a training plan (along with a schedule for completion of training) on awareness of moisture and mold hazards, and client notification procedures for its local agencies.  It is important that weatherization crews receive specialized training in the recognition of conditions that promote mold growth they may encounter in their weatherization work and how best to prevent creating new mold conditions.  At the same time, crews need training in how to treat less extensive mold conditions they may encounter in certain homes.  To assist in this effort, DOE will develop a recommended mold training curriculum and provide it to the network, particularly for States that do not already have a mold training component approved by DOE.  Regardless, all initial home inspections must include a mold procedure/checklist.  Note: States which already have a set of protocols that address the issues discussed in this section should provide a copy to their respective Regional Office and no further actions are necessary. 

To assist State and local agencies with the most current information about mold and moisture, please check the WAPTAC website or the resource documents listed below.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Indoor Environments Division (IED), “A Brief Guide to Mold, Moisture, and Your Home.”

http://www.epa.gov/iaq/molds/moldguide.html
New York City Department of Health, Bureau of Environmental & Occupational Disease Epidemiology, “Guidelines on Assessment and Remediation of Fungi in Indoor Environments.”
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/doh/html/epi/moldrpt1.html
